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Course Overview 
 



 

Description 

Video Production is a semester long course offered at Madison High School. The course is open to 
students who have an interest in learning about the software and skills required to work in the 
world of film and video production. The course will provide students with the opportunity to learn 
and expand skills and techniques throughout the semester: filming, sound production, lighting and 
editing. The course will also focus on learning a professional editing software program, Final Cut 
Pro. Final Cut Pro is the video editing industry standard, and is a powerful program that will allow 
students tremendous flexibility and creativity as they work to produce their projects. Students will 
use this editing software to create a number of possible video projects: Public Service 
Announcements (PSAs), product commercials, and short documentaries, movie trailers and music 
videos. 

Goals 

This course aims to: 
● Learn how to use video production tools: equipment, planning, and techniques 
● Learn how the elements of visual storytelling are augmented by audio  
● Practice postproduction skills of editing and finalizing content for multiple platforms  
● Participate in a project based approach: planning, execution, analysis, evaluation, and 

distribution 
● Teach students how to use Final Cut Pro to create video projects for TV & Web publication 

 

Resources 

Suggested activities and resources page  

 



 

 
 

Unit 1 Overview 

Unit Title: Shot Composition & Final Cut Pro Basics 

Unit Summary: 
This unit provides the foundation for how to compose a shot.  Students will observe best practices 
and demonstrate how to compose an extreme wide shot, wide shot, medium shot, close up shot, and 
extreme close up shot. 

Suggested Pacing: 9 Lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
● How can a cooperative team produce a more effective video than an individual? 
● How does shot composition affect the response of the target audience? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
● Proper/improper composition sets a professional looking video apart from an amateur one. 
● Pre-Production/planning is vital to the success of any project. 

Evidence of Learning 

Unit Benchmark Assessment Information: 
Students will analyze video work provided by the instructor to identify the types of shots and the 
rule of thirds. 
 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 
Content/Skills 

Suggested 
Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Identify the knowledge of 
extreme wide shot, wide 
shot, medium shot, close 
up shot, and extreme close 
up shot and rule of thirds 
 
Develop a storyboard that 
employs each type of shot 
 
Create extreme wide shots, 
wide shots, medium shots, 
close up shots, and extreme 
close up shots based on the 
storyboard 
 
Employ Final Cut 
Pro/iPhoto to import 
footage into the computer 
 
Categorize shot selection in 
Final Cut Pro 
 
Arrange clips in an 
appropriate order to meet 
pre-production plans 

Distinguishing 
characteristics of extreme 
wide shot, wide shot, 
medium shot, close up 
shot, and extreme close up 
shot.  
 
Rationale for when to use 
the rule of thirds 
 
Plan for each shot based on 
specific criteria 
 
Camera work for specific 
shots 
 
Digital Literacy 
   

 Students will prepare 
storyboards, shoot footage, 
and edit footage into a 
coherent sequence 
demonstrating knowledge 
of shot composition and 
editing principles. 

8.1.12.D.1: Demonstrate appropriate 
application of copyright, fair use and/or 
Creative Commons to intellectual property 
 
9.3.12.AR-AV.2: Demonstrate the use of 
basic tools and equipment used in audio, 
video, and film production 
 
9.3.12.AR-AV.4: Design an audio, video, 
and/or film production 
 
9.3.12.AR-PRF.6: Create stage, film, 
television, or electronic media scripts in a 
variety of traditional and current formats 
 
9.3.12.AR-VIS.2: Analyze how the 
application of visual arts elements and 
principles of design communicate and 
express ideas 

9 Lessons 

 



 

Unit 2 Overview 

Unit Title: A Day in the life of “X” 

Unit Summary: 
Students will work as individuals to create a 1 minute video where they highlight a day in the life of 
an inanimate object, “X”.  They will go through Pre-Production, Production, and Post Production 
phases and arrive at a finished work. 

Suggested Pacing: 12 Lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
● How are the film techniques used to tell a story? 
● How do the film techniques influence the opinion of a target audience on character, plot, 

theme, and plot? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●  Theme, characterization, motifs, mood, and plot are concepts that apply to film as well as 

literature. 
●  Filmmakers purposely create a desired effect. Film elements (angles, shots, sound, lighting, 

and transitions) are used to influence the audience’s perception and understanding. 
Identifying specific elements of film can help us to be critical viewers. 

Evidence of Learning 

Unit Benchmark Assessment Information: 
Students will create, produce, and publish a video of their own.  They will also serve as a production 
crew member for several of their classmates’ short films.   
 
https://docs.google.com/a/madisonnjps.org/document/d/199ZpgtvozXP13yh-
a1edVsx_2nxab1aCc8yIWQU7SX4/edit?usp=sharing 
 



 

 
 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 
Content/Skills 

Suggested 
Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Pre Production 
-Compose an original idea 
for a specific target 
audience 
-Demonstrate 
organizational skills 
necessary to successfully 
produce a video 
-Design a storyboard in a 
pre-production phase 
featuring EXACTLY 16 
shots 
-Assemble a list of props 
and locations necessary for 
a successful shoot 
 
Production 
-Compose a variety of 
Wide, Closeup, Medium, 
extreme close up, and 
extreme wide shots. 
- Assess the accuracy and 
appropriateness of shots 
 
Post Production 
-Employ Final Cut 
Pro/iPhoto to import 
footage into the computer 
-Categorize shot selection 
in Final Cut Pro 
-Arrange clips in an 
appropriate order to meet 
pre-production plans 
-Evaluate the rough cut of 
their short film 
-Revise the rough cut of 
their short film 
-Generate a final video 
within Final Cut Pro  
-Assess their own work as 
well as that of their peers 

Content: 
 
Storyboarding techniques 
 
Idea Mapping tools 
 
Shot Theory 
 
Editing Theory 
 
Skills: 
 
Drawing/Shot composition 
ability 
 
Digital Literacy to navigate 
online materials 
 
Camera ability 
 
Direction 
 
Editing Prowess 
 
 
 

Produce: 
 
Pre-production 
Materials 
 
Idea Map 
Concepts & basic outline of 
the story. 
 
Storyboard 
Visual Depiction of how the 
short film will look. 
 
Production 
Daily Footage 
 
Post Production 
Rough Cut 
Final Cut 
 

8.1.12.D.1: Demonstrate 
appropriate application of 
copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to intellectual property 
 
9.3.12.AR-AV.2: Demonstrate the 
use of basic tools and equipment 
used in audio, video, and film 
production 
 
9.3.12.AR-AV.4: Design an audio, 
video, and/or film production 
 
9.3.12.AR-PRF.6: Create stage, 
film, television, or electronic 
media scripts in a variety of 
traditional and current formats 
 
9.3.12.AR-VIS.2: Analyze how the 
application of visual arts elements 
and principles of design 
communicate and express ideas 
 

12 Lessons 
 

2 - Pre Production 
 

5 - Production 
 

5 - Post Production 

 



 

 
 

Unit 3 Overview 

Unit Title: Public Service Announcement 

Unit Summary: 
Students will work as individuals to create a 30 second - 1 minute Public Service Announcement. 

Suggested Pacing: 16 Lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
● How are the film techniques used to tell a story? 
● How do the film techniques influence the opinion of a target audience on character, plot, 

theme, and plot? 
● Is the organization or cause represented well? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●  Theme, characterization, motifs, mood, and plot are concepts that apply to film as well as 

literature. 
● How does video impact the community at large? 

Evidence of Learning 

Unit Benchmark Assessment Information: 
Students will create, produce, and publish a public service announcement of their own.  They will 
also serve as a production crew member for several of their classmates’ PSAs.   
 



 

 
 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 
Content/Skills 

Suggested 
Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Pre Production 
-Compose an original idea 
for a specific target 
audience related to a 
specific cause/organization 
-Demonstrate 
organizational skills 
necessary to successfully 
produce a short film 
-Design a storyboard in a 
pre-production phase 
-Compose a script in a pre-
production phase 
-Assemble a list of props 
and locations necessary for 
a successful shoot 
 
Production 
-Compose a variety of 
Wide, Closeup, Medium, 
extreme close up, and 
extreme wide shots. 
- Assess the accuracy and 
appropriateness of shots 
 
Post Production 
-Employ Final Cut 
Pro/iPhoto to import 
footage into the computer 
-Categorize shot selection 
in Final Cut Pro 
-Arrange clips in an 
appropriate order to meet 
pre-production plans 
-Evaluate the rough cut of 
their short film 
-Revise the rough cut of 
their short film 
-Generate a final video 
within Final Cut Pro  
-Assess their own work as 
well as that of their peers 

Content: 
 
Storyboarding techniques 
 
Idea Mapping tools 
 
Script Writing Format 
 
Shot Theory 
 
Editing Theory 
 
Skills: 
 
Writing ability 
 
Drawing/Shot composition 
ability 
 
Digital Literacy to navigate 
online materials 
 
Camera ability 
 
Direction 
 
Editing Prowess 
 
 
 

Produce: 
 
Pre-production 
Materials 
 
Idea Map 
Concepts & basic outline of 
the story. 
Storyboard 
 
Visual Depiction of how the 
short film will look. 
Script 
 
Written words depicting 
scene headings, action, 
dialogue, etc 
 
Production 
Daily Footage & Rewrites 
of script 
 
Post Production 
Rough Cut 
Final Cut 
 

8.1.12.D.1: Demonstrate 
appropriate application of 
copyright, fair use and/or Creative 
Commons to intellectual property 
 
9.3.12.AR-AV.2: Demonstrate the 
use of basic tools and equipment 
used in audio, video, and film 
production 
 
9.3.12.AR-AV.4: Design an audio, 
video, and/or film production 
 
9.3.12.AR-PRF.6: Create stage, 
film, television, or electronic 
media scripts in a variety of 
traditional and current formats 
 
9.3.12.AR-AV.4: Design an audio, 
video and/or film production 
 
9.3.12.AR-VIS.2: Analyze how the 
application of visual arts elements 
and principles of design 
communicate and express ideas 
 

16 Lessons 
 

3 - Pre Production 
 

7 - Production 
 
6 - Post Production 

 



 

 
 

Unit 4 Overview 

Unit Title: Critical Viewing/Writing 

Unit Summary: 
This unit provides the opportunity for students to watch Television/Film/Video with a critical eye 
and demonstrate their knowledge of best/worst practices through writing. 

Suggested Pacing: 5 Lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
● Would somebody watch this and enjoy it? 
● What is done well? 
● What areas could be improved? 
● Is target audience considered? 
● Does music play a role in the effectiveness of this work? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
● Are there visible short cuts taken on the part of the director or editor? 
● Are there continuity errors? 

Evidence of Learning 

Unit Benchmark Assessment Information: 
Students will write in a critical voice to influence a target audience to/not to watch a given work. 
 
https://docs.google.com/a/madisonnjps.org/document/d/1w6HXGVBhsWncLxOCQd88I04vTI8J
XO4c8R13XnhnwtI/edit?usp=sharing 
 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 
Content/Skills 

Suggested 
Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of different 
genres of video/tv/film 
 
Formulate an opinion on 
whether or not a particular 
target audience should 
watch a specific work  
 
Critique camera, editing, 
soundtrack, and other 
elements of a given work. 
 
Compare this work to 
others within the same 
genre and those outside of 
it 

Digital Literacy 
 
Critical Writing  

Critical Writing 
Assignment 

9.3.12.AR-JB.2: Demonstrate writing 
processes used in journalism or 
broadcasting 

5 Lessons 

 



 

 
 

Unit 5 Overview 

Unit Title: Microshort Film 

Unit Summary: 
Students will work as individuals to create a 2-5 minute microshort film.  This film may be shot in 
any style from documentary to comedy or drama. The film will be designed to entertain a specific 
target audience and should be designed to enter local student film festivals for judging as well as to 
air on local cable television & various online platforms. 

Suggested Pacing: 20 Lessons 

Learning Targets 

Unit Essential Questions: 
● How are the film techniques used to tell a story? 
● How do the film techniques influence the opinion of a target audience on character, plot, 

theme, and plot? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●  Theme, characterization, motifs, mood, and plot are concepts that apply to film as well as 

literature. 
●  Filmmakers purposely create a desired effect. Film elements (angles, shots, sound, lighting, 

and transitions) are used to influence the audience’s perception and understanding. 
Identifying specific elements of film can help us to be critical viewers. 

Evidence of Learning 

Unit Benchmark Assessment Information: 
Students will create, produce, and publish a microshort film of their own.  They will also serve as a 
production crew member for several of their classmates’ short films.   
 
https://docs.google.com/a/madisonnjps.org/document/d/1ydKteYGqFpQlzZjYEoQArPnKhx3eWh
gjFlexnArGbAY/edit?usp=sharing 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Objectives 
(Students will be able to…) 

Essential 
Content/Skills 

Suggested 
Assessments 

Standards 
(NJCCCS CPIs, CCSS, NGSS) 

Pacing 

Pre Production 
 
-Compose an original idea 
for a specific target 
audience 
-Demonstrate 
organizational skills 
necessary to successfully 
produce a microshort film 
-Design a storyboard in a 
pre-production phase 
-Compose a script in a pre-
production phase 
-Assemble a list of props 
and locations necessary for 
a successful shoot 
 
Production 
-Compose a variety of 
Wide, Closeup, Medium, 
extreme close up, and 
extreme wide shots. 
- Assess the accuracy and 
appropriateness of shots 
 
Post Production 
-Employ Final Cut 
Pro/iPhoto to import 
footage into the computer 
-Categorize shot selection 
in Final Cut Pro 
-Arrange clips in an 
appropriate order to meet 
pre-production plans 
-Evaluate the rough cut of 
their micro short film 
-Revise the rough cut of 
their micro short film 
-Generate a final video 
within Final Cut Pro  
-Assess their own work as 
well as that of their peers 

Content: 
Storyboarding techniques 
Idea Mapping tools 
Script Writing Format 
Shot Theory 
Editing Theory 
 
Skills: 
Writing ability 
Drawing/Shot composition 
ability 
Digital Literacy to navigate 
online materials 
Camera ability 
Direction 
Editing Prowess 
 
 
 

Produce: 
Pre-production 
Materials 
 
Idea Map 
Concepts & basic outline of 
the story. 
 
Storyboard 
Visual Depiction of how the 
short film will look. 
 
Script 
Written words depicting 
scene headings, action, 
dialogue, etc 
 
Production 
Daily Footage & Rewrites 
of script 
 
Post Production 
Rough Cut 
Final Cut 
 

8.1.12.D.1: Demonstrate 
appropriate application of 
copyright, fair use and/or 
Creative Commons to intellectual 
property 
 
9.3.12.AR-AV.2: Demonstrate the 
use of basic tools and equipment 
used in audio, video, and film 
production 
 
9.3.12.AR-AV.4: Design an audio, 
video, and/or film production 
 
9.3.12.AR-PRF.6: Create stage, 
film, television, or electronic 
media scripts in a variety of 
traditional and current formats 
 
9.3.12.AR-VIS.2: Analyze how the 
application of visual arts elements 
and principles of design 
communicate and express ideas 

20 Lessons 
 

4 - Pre Production 
 

8 - Production 
8 - Post Production 

 
 



 

 


